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DBF Q&A #5
12 Jan 2007
Updates:

We will have an e-mail with information on the contest site, accommodations, and the contest day schedule out later this week or early next week.

Teams wishing to submit an updated member list for inclusion on the web site may do so between now and 15 February.  This will be your only opportunity to get an updated list on the web site, but it does not prohibit member changes after that date (they just will not get posted).
Q: The following has come up and we would like to clarify it please.  “Teams must complete the missions as outlined in the mission matrix below.  Teams will have a maximum of 5 flight attempts.  The best Single Flight Score from each of the different mission types will be summed for the team's Total Flight Score.  Note: Ground tasks are separated from their related flight task for safety of flight and to speed the contest flow.  However, this is a "Design/Build/FLY" contest, so the ground task scores will not be included in the Total Flight Score until the aircraft has obtained a valid score on at least one of the two flying tasks.”

Does this mean that a team will have only five attempts at getting a score, or does this mean that a team will have at least five attempts at the two flight missions?
A: The limit of 5 attempts applies to flights.  We do not anticipate a limit on the number of attempts for the ground tasks.
Q: In the rules, it says that there has to be at least a 1-in margin from the top and the bottom. Does that include the header and footer?
A: It does not apply to page numbers in the footer or a team name in the header.  It does apply to any other type of text, including references.
Q: Can the payload “fairing” include additional wing or tail surfaces, such as a bigger vertical tail to help offset the destabilizing effect of the fairing side area?

A: No.  As was stated previously, the “fairing” can not be structural, which precludes it including any additional wing or tail surfaces.  Further, as the aircraft must be able to fly the same with or without the fairing, the fairing can not contain any aerodynamic control surfaces or any supplemental landing gear elements.  We also will not allow the “fairing” to contain an additional propulsion system.
Q: Can the 3/8'' connecting tube be transparent?
A: Yes, it can be a transparent plastic.
Please remember that questions submitted prior to the entry deadline of 31 October that were not answered in the FAQ must be resubmitted.

-Greg

