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Q: There still seems to be some question regarding the use of foam related to the requirement for mechanical fastening of the payload.

A: Foam may be used to help shape the payload bay provided it is backed (restrained) by a suitable mechanical constraint.  For example, a foam block contoured to fit the 2-liter bottles would be ok as long as it is constrained in the fuselage by bulkheads and (for example) the payload bay door.
Q: I was wondering when, and if, information is needed for background checks.
A: The fly-off this year is at a private commercial site not a military facility so the detailed background information on attendees will not be required this year.
Q: Several of the team members who originally signed up for the team haven't been active.  We also have other people who aren't on the original team roster, but have their AIAA student membership. Can these two new recruits join the team?
A: You may adjust the team make-up as long as you maintain the required 50% distribution.  Also, you may submit an updated roster until the end of February which will be used to update the on-line team member lists.
Q: Is there a minimum number of pages for the design report?

A: No.  It is up to you to determine what information you need to provide to adequately answer ALL of the questions specified in the report requirements.
Q: I have noticed that the timing for the first mission might cause some problems if teams are able to break the one minute barrier. I was wondering if it would be possible to assign a penalty for any team that jumps the gun as just a few seconds can add up.
A: We will follow the same procedures as for past contests.  The flight line judge will call when the team ground crew is allowed to begin the loading/unloading and when the runway is cleared for take-off.  Anyone “jumping the gun” will be called back to start over.
Q: Some teams have questioned the difference in weight at tech depending on which propeller they weigh and which they fly.

A: It is not possible for the judges to patrol propeller use, nor is it desirable.  We must rely on the integrity of the teams to tech with a propeller representative of what their aircraft needs to fly the missions.
